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Fulani

Dance Mogul: What inspired you to start dancing?

Fulani B: Dancing has always come naturally to me. | :
truly believe | was put on earth to entertain. Since | was :
able to walk that’s probably all | did was dance around :
my house with my older sister Shani. | used to make :
her teach me dance routines. | would watch and record :
award shows just to see the dancers. Now, | don’t think :
| wanted to be like them | just knew | was fascinated by :
their movement.
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: pect. Thankfully, | got accepted and trained there un-
: til I graduated from high school. DADA was my home

away from home. | trained 6 days out of the week,
maybe even 7 if we were preparing for a show. | stud-
ied all forms of dance. And | mean everything! (Mod-
ern, Dunham, Salsa, Tap, Flamenco, HipHop, Jazz, pas
de deux, Pointe, and Ballet) Ballet class was a major
key. | had to take a ballet class every single day. Hav-
ing good technique was the foundation in being able

. to do all other genres. That stuck with me forever. The

: faculty was top of the line and they worked us hard.

Dance Mogul: What was is like developing your craft :
at DADA?

Each year | improved as a dancer and | saw my peers

. improving as well. It was a beautiful learning environ-

: ment. We were all young, and we just loved to dance,

Fulani B: DADA was life changing! I’'m the dancer | am :
today because of Debbie Allen. | like to call myself an
OG DADA student because | began training there when :
it first opened in '01 at the Culver City, CA location. | :
was 11yrs old in the 6th grade and one day my mother :
decided to take me to a dance audition (I think she :
heard about it on the local radio station KJLH) | had :
no former dance training and didn’t know what to ex- :

loved learning from the best and growing at our craft;
that’s exactly what DADA offered us.

Dance Mogul: What was it like training at Alvin Ailey?
What made you want to train? What did you under-
stand about it that you knew that’s what you needed to
do to be successful?

Fulani B: | had a Modern instructor at DADA by the name
of Steven Smith who was an Ailey Company Member :
Alumni. While at DADA we learned some of Ailey’s Rep- :
ertoire pieces in his class. | admired the company’s work, :
and at the time | thought eventually | wanted to be in the :
: almost a year and a half. After that tour, | experienced an

company myself. | was 13yrs old when | auditioned and

got accepted into Ailey’s summer intensive. My parents :
couldn’t afford to send me to NY for the summer and pay :
the full tuition. | hustled and raised my money with the :
: There was a point in my career where | would go on audi-

help of my parents and community by dancing at local

churches and other local events to afford the expensive :
summer. | made it happen and was able to spend summer :
’03 in New York. So, going to the intensive only felt like the :
right thing to do. | wanted to learn from the best, | wanted :
to train with whoever | thought was going to make me :
excel as a dancer. Ailey was a completely different vibe :
from Debbie Allen. At Ailey, we pretty much just did Ballet, :
Pointe, and Modern. | remember one of my ballet instruc- :
tors was extremely hard on me, | felt like anytime she gave :
a correction it was an attack rather than me accepting it :
as a critiqgue to make me better. Later, | learned that she :
genuinely saw something in me and just wanted me to :
: based on your experiences now?

push myself harder.
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Dance Mogul: What hardships did you encounter pursuing
your passion?

Fulani B: Straight out of high school | booked a Radio
Disney Tour with Keke Palmer and that tour went on for

illness that had me away from the dance world for about
two years. When my health finally got back to 100% and |
went back to auditioning it was rough.

tions after audition and never book a job. Or I'll even get
booked or put on avail for a job but later released from the
job. | was terrified. It was quite a depressing time in my
life. | had no job, no money and didn’t understand why
| wasn’t booking any jobs when | had the talent. | knew
my talent was too good to get stuck having a 9-5 and not
being happy or able to live out my life purpose. But | never
gave up on myself. | kept auditioning and kept receiving
No’s till | finally got a YES. | was extremely, hopeful and
determined.

Dance Mogul: What would you tell your younger self,
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